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7.0 U arc not miſtaken in taking it for 
granted, that I have read the ſeveral lata 
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_ diſcoug/e and entertaznment among my Friends. . But 
| _N4s FO are arch. pleated to require.my anward 
and ſerous thoughts concerning them, I muſt crave li- 
berty, to tell you, That notwithſtanding all your In- 
tereſt in, and Authority over me, you ſhould never 
have been able:to have extorted from me what you 
deſire, did not the Service which I owe His Majeſty, 
and the Government, command more at'my hands, 
than .the friendſhip and deference which I pay you, 
could have obliged me unto. So that you are to a- 
ſcribe my complance with your requeſt, to its falling 
in with the Fealty and Allegiance which I render my 
Prince. And the —_ and leis Reſerve, _ 
2 


{ 4 ) 
find me to uſe upon this Subje&t, you are intirely to 
reſolve it into the Love and Compaſlion which I bear 
for the King, who I fear, is not only induſtriouſly de. 
luded, but wofully betrayed, by the judgment which 


ſome about him pretend to make of the ſenſ&gad in- 
clination of the People from theſe Addreſles,  - 


SECT. IL 
For no Applications of this nature to the Regyan? 


perſon are to be eſteem'd of any great weight or ſigni- 
fcancy, if you do but conſider the Reſult of the ma- 


' ny Addreſſes Three and twenty year ago to Richard 


Cromwel, and how they only ſerved to render him -ſe- 
cure till he was undermined and ſupplanted. For of gl 


the Sixteen hundred. thouſand that vow'd to Live and” 


Dye by him, not ſo much as one man drew a Sword 
in his favour when he came to be hid aſide. I ac- 
knowledg, that there is a great difference betwixt an 


T/ſurper and 2 Rightful Sovereign ; yet that detratts ve- 
ry little in the preſent caſe from the importance Of the 


conſideration which T have ſuggeſted : ſeeing the Raſt 
that we are to gather from it, 1s this, That no Addreſ- 


fes contrary to the intereſt and general humour of 


the Nation, are to be accounted of ahy value for a 
Prince to ſuſtain himſelf upon. And-it there be no- 
thing ele to ſecure our late Addrefiers to His Majeſties 
{ervice, but there Promiſes and Proteſtations in thoſe 
Papers, he mav be 2s much diſappointed ſhould he 
have occaſion to truſt to them ; as the former Gen- 
tleman after the like ſecurity was. 


SECT. 


Re en th 
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SECT. II. 
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Petitians had been not only diſcountenanced bur for-- 
bidden by Prockmation, Addreſſes ſhould fo ſoon after 
be encouraged and promoted ! And our amatement is 
greatly heightned, when we conſider that the Petitt- 
ons were 1n reference to matters which every body un- 
derſtood, and in relation to ſuch things wherein the 
Law juſtified the Petitioners; whereas the Addreſſes 


] It 1s aſtoniſhing as well as ſurpriſing, that when 


F | 1 reſpect matters which very few underſtand, and which 
".& 4 the Law noways authoriſeth private men to meddle 

® 4 . . - . 
Re” .- with, and which none ſave a'Parliament have- Power 


or Ability to decide and determine. For tho' men are 
to be eſteem'd capable of knowing their own wants, 
fears and dangers, and ought to be juſtified in Legging 
thoſe means of Reliet and Redreſs which the Law hath 
| provided for them ; .yet every one is not to be account- 
| | ed ſufficiently qualified to determine concerning the 
? Reaſonableneſs and Legality of Parliamentary Procced- 
”1ngs and Reſolves; nor is any.number of men whatſo- 
| ever, empowered to Umpire differences ketweerr His 
| Majeſty and His great Council. And whereas ' thoſe 
| very Petitions which ſeennd moſt peremptory, did ne- 
| vertheleſs, with all due reſignation-reſerve to His Ma- 
jeſty his full Prerogative, many of the Adareſſes import 
no leſs than the Robbing the Parliament, not only of 
their Right and Authority to Impeach Griminals, cen-- 
Ws ſure Ottenders, withhold, -as well as give ſupplies, Lut: 
of their molt eſlential Priviledge, wiz.' freedom of. Bc- 
bates, ; E721 
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SECT. IV. 
Nor doth it appear to conſidering Perſons, that-any 


advantage can arrive to the King or Government 
them; whereas the miſchictsand inconveniencies whic 


do attend them, are obvious to everyone. For what: 


elſe do they tend unto, or can they be ſuppoſed calcu- 
lated for, but to divide the Nation into faCtions and 
parties, and to foment thoſe heats and animoſities a- 
mong His Majeſties Liege people, Which are alrcady 
roo great to nced to be farther heightned and enflamed:: 
'Tis His Majeſtics deſire, as well as his intereſt and du- 


ty, to be equally eſteemed the Father and Defender of ' 
all his people; but theſe Addreſfſers would poſlefs/the' .» 


Nation, that they only are to be accounted His Loyal 
Subjects ; and that all His favours are only due, and 
ought to be confined to them: And ty threatning the 
cenerality of people, that they have torteited His Ma- 
jeſties affection and care, by retufing to a& asthey do; 


they inſen{ibly leſſen the love which His Majeſty ovght _ | 


to have in the hcarts of all His Subje&s, and wonder- * 


tizily abate the zcal wili{h they would otherwiſe have: 
tor his Service. Nor can any fay that Petitions have the 
ſame Eftects,fce.ng among(t Perſons in the ſame circum- 
ſtances, ſome may repretent their wants and grievances, 
without prejudicing or giving oftence to thoſe who chuſe 
ſilently to undergo them. And who knows, tut that 
whiPit ſome think they are to ſeek their Relief by 
humble: Applications unto, and fervent Importunities 
of their Prince; there may be others who h6pe, that 
their Soveraign may from the ſenſe waich he — of 
their 


= 
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| 
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their Calamities, afford them, at laſt, all the ſuccour 
he can, without the ſolicitation of their cries? But the 
nature of' theſe Addreſſes keing to commend and ap - 
plaud*the preſent! poſture of affairs, and to juſtify moſt 
of the ſteps and councels by which we have been rc- 
daced into this doleful condition ; they do in effe& de- 
chre every one to be peeviſh and clamorous, that can- 
not acquieſce and rejoice in this ſtate of things under 
which we groan and labour. And as they hereby ren- 
der all thoſe enemies unto them, whole ſafety and 
happineſs they are conceived, not only. to abandon, but 
deſtroy; ſo the very Government, through the cha- 
raters of Grace and Favour which it placeth upon their 


Applications, runs a hazard of loſing much of its re- 


fpe& and veneration. | 
SECT. V. 
And beſides this and many other miſchiefs, which 


they do naturally involve the Government and the 
Kingdom under ; they will be found prejudicial and in- 
convenient to the King, in the tendency which they 
have to deccive and abuſe him. For whereas they are 
_— to perſwade His Majeſty, that what they rc- 
preſent and ſuggeſt, is the common and univerſal ſenſe 
of his people, and that he may accordingly take his 
meaſurcs ; it is both evident in it ſelf, and will be found 
ſo in the iſſue, that they contain and- expreſs only the 
ſentiments of a few i of little intercft, and moſt 
of them of a very ſmall and mean figure in the Nation. 
For if EleCtions, of Members to ſerve in Parliament, ke 
the beſt ſtandard to judge the diſpoſition of the Kingdom 


by, 
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. 
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by, it is not ſo long ſince we had an opportunity of 


feeling the Pulſe of the Nation ; but that we may rea- * 


ſonably conclude, that all other things remaining as 
they did, the temper and complexion) of the li- 

of the -peSple, is alſo much the ſame. And when- 
Gaer His Majeſty ſhall either find himſelf obliged 
from the neceſſity of His Afﬀairs, or” from the good- 
neſs of His Intlinations be pleaſed, to call a Parliament, 
How little will he, upon a diſappointment of what he 
1s made to believe and expeCt, judge himſelf indebted 
to thoſe who have ſo induſtriouſly deluded him 2 


SECT. VI. 


And as they are no ways ſubſervient to His Majeſties” 
profit or ſervice ; ſo neither will they in the event 
prove ſo uſeful either to a Popiſh or Arbitrary Deſign 
as ſome do apprehend. Not that any think the King 
knows of ſuch a Deſign promoted by them ; but there 
are thoſe who may have ends in this, as in the Dutch- 
War and Black-Heath-Army , which His Majeſty was 
not aware of. But tho” ſome little creatures may have 
ultimately aim'd at fome fuch thing, by promoting of 
them; yet ſuch villanous deſigns are, in charity, to be 
ſuppoſed far trom 'the intentions of moſt that have ſub. 
ſcribed them. And accordingly, when divers of the 
moſt zealous Attors in the carrying them on, have been 
calmly told what were the natural and ill tendencies of 
them; they have ſolemnly profeſſed, that they would 
- ſooner be hanged at their own dores, than be inten-' 
tionally acceſſory to the eſtabliſhing a Deſpotical Rule 
over the Nation, or the enſlaving the Kingdom to Po- 


 pery 
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pery gi Nay, it is to be hoped, that ſhould either 
or both theſe, at any time hereafter, more neerly and 
viſibly threaten Eng/and, that many of the preſent Ad- 
dreſſers will, in their lawful ſtations, be amongſt the 
moſt forward and zealous to withſtand them. Nor will 
they in ſuch a caſe = any way to expiate their indi- 
ſcretion, and attone for their preſent folly, but by thus 
demonſtrating,” that it was no part of their intention 
hereby to contribute to theſe things. And ſhould any 
in the Liſt of the late 7Thanksgzvers, be hereafter found 
to have promoted Addreſſes with a proſpe& of intro- 
ducing either Tyranny or-the Papal worſhip, the names 
and pretences of Law and the Proteſtant Religion, 
which they have not only flouriſhed their Papers with, 
but made His Majeſties promiſe of preſerving them. the 
ground of their acknowledgments, and the foundation 
of the Tenders which they have made of their Lives 
and Fortunes, will entail an everlaſting infamy upon 
them, and render them the objefts of all mens con- 
tempt and indignation. And in the mean time, the jea- 
louſies and fears which ſome are faid to have conceived 


-of a Popiſh and Arbitrary deſign at the bottom of the 


Addreſſes, do by quickning the watchfulneſs of the 
Nation, ſerve not only to countermine, but to give 
them a total diſapointment therein. 


SECT. VI. 


Nor yet in the next place, is the number: of the 
Subſcribers fo conſiderable, as to bear any proportion 
to thoſe who are againſt them. For tho? a few buſte 
people have made a great noiſe and buz 1n {ſeveral pla- 
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ces of the Kingdom, yet all of them - put together, 
make nct ſo great a number as we have ſcen-not long 
ſince to one Pet:tion for a Parligmant. So that 'it' 1s 
matter of wonder, that the Government for. its own 
reputation hath not in ſome publigk way prohubited and 
torbid them, and eſpecially when\it finds, that after all 
the negle& and {corn which the Addreflers are expoſed 
unto for their paucity and fewneſs, yet they have nat 
the diſcretion. to forbear and deſiſt, Sir , you muſt 
needs have obſerved by reading the Gaze??'s, where you 
have the Tavertory of them, that almoſt all the Coun- 
ties, and the moſt principal Cities, tuch| as Loxdow and 
Tork, and the chieteſt Towns: and Corporations have for- 
bore and declined preſenting any. And I may add, that 
cven where they have been obtained, not Oze in Zen, 
and in ſome places not Oxe in 4 Zdwmidred had any hand 
in, or gave concurrence ito. them.- . For if it Þe allow- 
cd, as 1n juſtice as well as modefty-1t ought, that wiho- 
loever have cirher avoided or retuled fublcribing, are as 
truely to te judged againſt them, as they who ' have 
poſitively withſtood, or dire&tly oppoſed them, then 
the 7ale of the Addreſſers will make'but a very ſmall 
thow and appearance in the muſter Roll of' the Nation. 


SECT. XML 


And tis is the rather to be taken notice of, and doth 
the Letter evidence what opinion the people have of 
them, if you conſider the means, ways, arts and mc- 
thods that have been uſed and taken to advance ard 
promote them. For befides that moſt of the Clergy, 
and many in the preſent Commititons both Civil and 


Multary 
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Military, as. well:as ſeveral of the Magiſtrates of Cor- 
porations,. have not only intereſted themſelves in coun. 
tenancing, but been ſticklers for them, as for the great 
Charter or Petition of Right: The Grace and Favour 
with whichthey bave been received, and the marks aud 
charatters of honour which have been conferred upon 
divers that-prefented them, who for ought the world 
knows, had' no ſignal matter elſe to recommend them, 
were very proper means to have procured an univerſal 
and national application. And yet neither the influence 
of thoſe who pretend to preſcribe unto the underſtand- 
ings, as well asto direEt and condutt the Conlciences of 
men ; nor the authority and advice of thoſe, to whom 
all are willing to pay a reſpect and obedience, in what- 
ſoever their Intereſt, Religion, andthe Law will ſuffer 
them ;, nor , yet, the ;hopes of - Titles and Honours, 
which.,ſome:merely for.that ſervice have, in the trueſt 
ſence, been loaded with, have bcen effetual to prevail 
with, or bring over, any great or valuable number to 
jaynin them., And ſhould I tell you what other Arts 
have been. purſued to obtain men to Addreſs, you would 
lay, that either a fullen croſneſs, or ſome more gene- 
rous priaciple had poſſefied the Nation, that perſons 
Le waa every where fo generally refuſe and withſiand * 


SECT. 1X 


« DO TE 
And if you more narrowly enquire into. the condi 
tion of - thoſe that pre engaged in the Addrelles, yay 
will find-rheir quality. for che: moſt part as inconfideras; 
ble. as their number. The greateſt part.0f thoſe who 
B 2 ' "Rave 
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have given thanks for Diſſolving Parliaments, are ſuch 
as either for want of years, or poverty, were never 
capalle of giving a Vote in EleQtion of Members to fit 
in them. Setting aſide Two or Three, or a few more 
in a Town or Corporation that have embark't-in them, 
the greateſt part are made up of the ſcum and refuſe of 
the places where they live. Norwich, whence we have 
been alarm'd with the greateſt noiſe, yields but a ſmall 
number of perſons either of eſtate or uſefulneſs, whoſe 
hands were annexed to the Paper which was ſent up. 


SECT. X 


Nor is the moral condition of the Addreſſers, difſa- 
greeable to their civil: For not to mention, that thoſe 
who are moſt Popiſhly inclined, have enrolled them- 
ſelves among the firſt in the reſpe&ive Liſts and Sub- 
ſcriptions, ſeveral others of them are ſuch who were 
formerly either in the number of Abhorrers of Pe- 
titions, or guilty of one offence or another which the 
laſt Parliaments were about calling them to an account 
for. And whereſoever there is either a little bankrupt 
Tradeſman, a ſcandalous and diſgracd Attorney, one 
whoſe neceſſity expoſeth him to be biaſed by Cruſts of 
Bread and Pots of Ale, any whoſe folly makes them 
pragmatical and impertinent, or whoſe prodigality and 
ambition forceth. them to look for preterment beyond 
their merit, theſe are infallibly in the frontwof the Ad- 
dreſſers, and the unwearied and induſtrious procurers of 
thanks to His Majeſty for . Diſſolving Parliaments. So 
that for many of them, their manners are ſuch, that did 


the King but truly underſtand what Character they - 
| under 
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under where they are known, he would eſteem it a re- 


fletion upon His Honour, and and an afperiſion upon 
the wiſdom and equity of His proceedings, to be cither 


approached or thanked by them. 
SECT. XL. 


And' for their Politicks, they are in moſt of them 


- proportionate to their morals, and agreeable to the con- 


dition which their birth, education and fortune have 
Naated them in. For can any man believe that the 
Maybrs, Fleadboroughs, Aldermen, Bailiffs, Burgeſſes and 
Freemen of Rippon, Wigan, Windſor, Chatham, Fafle- 
mere, New-Sarum, &c. are competent: judges of what 
the late Houſes of Commons did legally or- illegally ? of 
what is according or contrary to the Laws and Cuſtoms . 


_ of Parliament ? or what is agreable or difagreable-to the 


fundamental conſtitution of the Land, which as well / 

limits the Prerogative of the Ring, as fixeth the Rights, . 

Liberties, and Authority of Lords and Commons ; - 
when almoſt all the Ancients and Benchers, and moſt of 
the Barriſters, as well as Students of the ſeveral Ims of 
Court have declared that they are things altove them; 
and which they have neither power nor ability to make 
a determination concerning ? Surely the Learned Gem: 
tlemen of the Gown are at leaſt as well qualified to give 


, their ſenſe and opinion about theſe matters, -as Country 


Mercers, Innkeepers, Taylers and Thatchers are ; and yet 
thoſe refuſe to meddle with Addreſſes, as-referring ta - 
things which appertain not unto them, whilſt the lat- 
ter make themſelyes Arbitrators between the King and 


Two Parliaments, and from their.profound wiſdam _ | 
Cb-. 
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ſentence , againſt their Repreſentatives.;. The Gentle- 
men, of the .Long Robe have beſides, ,their Loyalty, 
wherein none dare pretend to outſirip an exceed them, 
as great obligations aritzng, from intereſt. to.have. ſway'd 
them to accommodate themſelves to the wiſhes and te- 
ſircs of the Court,za this matter, as any perſons in the 
Nation have; and therefore it can be* nothing but 
their knowledg of, and-their value for. the: Laws 
of the! Kipgdom, with the Reverence which they. are 
ever. refolved to. maintaur for Parhaments,. that could : 
hayeade them; appoſe Addrefles,, and thereby venture 
the diſpleating-thole, to whom they. owe, and. from 
whom they cxpect ſo much. Nor Rl Twerith iu: 
fand - Hands to: Addreſſes from. Country Corporations, 
make that! impreſſion \upoa. the mynds of modeſt; and 
thinking meg,. as; their being caſt qut, and refufed, by 
the Bexchers-amd, Barrifiers gt the: Pat of. Court... 
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. Having thys. far acquainted you with my Frecſt and 
maſt ' Natural thoughts. mn. - General. about them ,, it is 
time now that we more neerly m{pect and paſs our 
Judgment upon the matter of them: And it T miſtake 
not, the Preſuming to give His. Majeſty , Thanks for 
his Promifmg to Govern by (Law,, 15 no. 1c's.than-a Nifloy= 
el and grols Reflection, npon him. For will not ſome 
men hereupon think that .he hath Alminiftercd ſome 
juſt groundot- fear or Belicf,as if he intended to govern 
Arbitrariſy 2 Or, doth it,qot; infauate., that: he is ſo une 
' conki'd;; thatif he, pleaſe he: may, do fa? Or.may we 
not hy,thatl ig plainly Intimates; that the bell ecuny 
{+ ; wluc 


which we; have to.rcly, upon, why. he, will not, .is His 
Royal .Word .im his Late. Declaration?....IF doth unter 
come. Engliſh: SubjeQs, to thank their Prince for Pro- 
miſing to Govern by Law, fecing as he never did,'o lag , 
cannet. do otherwiſe. His Minilters'may. act illeg,iy, 
and. they axe) Lyable to:an(wer, for, it, ; but, he can- 4; 
: q S034 ; 5 q CAS I V CT 3% © AP" 
nothing, buejwhat the Law Directs and Jyſlifics.;, Nor 
is he only bound to this. by his Coronation Oati:, 
which js however a more. Sacred and Sglemm tye than 
a2 Promiſe in a Declaration; Lut his. own Greazncis , 


” and his very, Prerogative, as having their, own Fouy- 


dations, in;the Law , oblige hinz to ut. For as Bra: 
fays, ' Rex habet ſuperiorem Legem per quan failus ig/t Rex, 
Lib. 3., de Ation, Cap. 9. Scct. 3. AnJ thereſore 
that Lex fraemum eft Regis potentiz , The kavw bounds 
and limits the King;sPower..., Nor can, he, 1a3s Zorte/: 
cue I;6 Leg: Ang'. Govern his: People. by auy other Power, 
than the T.aw.. i Ani as Bradton, expreljcth. it, (461 [apra) 
Rex #ikil poteſt, miſt id ſolum quod > | jare poteſt ; 1he 
King can-do nothivg, but v4 hat lie can do, Ly. Law. 


\SEGT. XI, | 1. 


| But you will the les marvcl at their returning Fs 
Majeſty thanks tor promiſing to Govern by Law , 
ſeeing the Tenor of ail the Addreiſes iis. to intimate, 
Thac-alt the/Right or Claioy which we have by Law, 
in our Lives, Laverties, or Eſtates, 18 dependent upon 
His 'Majeſties Will and Pleaſure. This all-of+them 
ſuggeſt and inſinuate, and ſome of them do very fulty 
expreſs. What elle can be meant by their thanking 
His Majclty, For bis unparale/d Grace;,. Favour and 
Good 


F - . ( 6 ) 
FAC = Gordweſs, in purpoſing to continue to them their juſt Rights, 
_ Chat- T ;berties and Properties. And for His Reſolution, that 
LAddreſs ( notwithſtanding many Provocations) yet His Majeſty will 


Kfom Darby. Govern in all things according to the Laws of the X ing: 


| Barnſtable. Liberties of his Subjefts. And that he hath declared, 
Addr. trom ZF/e will never uſe Arbitrary Government. | Do not theſe 
Hajiemere. and all the other Addreſſes imply , That tho' the Laws 
| . ſpeak of Rights, Liberties, and Properties which belong 
| unto us; yet they afenot ſo ſecured unto us, but that 


| 


| per of his Nature,might invade and deſtroy them ? And 
1s not this to ſacrifice, as far as in them lies, Magna 
Charta, Petition of Right, and our Statute and Common- 
Laws, to the Soveraign Will and Arbitrary pleaſure of 
the Prince > Whereas, thanks be to God, the King can 
neither diſſeife a man of his Liberty, nor break in upon 
his Property ; but we are enabled to relieve our ſelves 
in His Majefties Courts. Nor are theſe men, for all 
their ſeeming to abandon Theinfelves, Lives, Liberties 
and Properties to His Majeſty's Will , to be too much 
truſted or relied upon by His Majeſty , ſhould he be 
tempted contrary to his Duty and Inclination, to offer 


the Weſtern rous they have been againſt the Houſe of Commons, 
Divifion of For their Illegal Votes and Orders, and uſurping upon their 
Suſſex. P _ and Fftates: For Tyrannizing over their Fellow- 
| my from c,, ets. For their Arbitrary P roceedings in the two 
Addr. from laſt Parliaments, and their Unlimited and Illegal Im- 
Nerwich. Jmpriſennents, and their Meſſengers exorbitant, exatling, 
- pretended fees contrary to Magna Charta. For if they be 
lo heated and tran{ported againſt ther own and the 

King- 


PAddr. from dom. And for his Princely Purpoſe , never to invade the - 


His Majeſty, were it:not for the juſt and gracious Tem- 


' Addr. from at any thing Illegal , conſidering how unjuſtly clamo- 


we 
(17) 
Kingdoms Repreſentatives, when very many wiſe, leart- 
ed, and indifferent perſons, and who are as jealous of 
the leaſt invaſion. upon the liberty and property of the 
Subject, as any in the Nation, think that the Houſe 
of Commons did nothing in all the Caſes that are with 
fo much warmth and reſentment refle&ed* upon, but 
what they. both might and ought to do by the Laws of 
the Land and Parliamentary Preſidents ; Is it .to be 
imagined , that they would very tamely looſe their- 
Lives, or ſuffer themſelves to be ſilently diſpoſſeſſed of 
their Eſtates, at the fole and indiſputable pleaſure of 
the Prince? 


SECT. XIV. 


And whereas by all the Addreſſes they teſtifie with 
what 'approbation they have received His Majeſties 


late Declaration; it 15 too plain, that thereby they in- 


timate their Satisfaction in the Diſſolution of ſo man 


Parliaments. Nay ſome of them expreſly publiſh their Addr. from 
unanimous conſent and delight therein. And others return 3ri#o. 

His Majeſty ſolemn thanks for giving his two laſt Parlia- Addr. from 

* ments ſuch timely Diſſolutions. Had theſe people the di- Norwich. 


ſcretion and modeſty which might become them, they 
would have eſteem themſelves very improper and un- 
ſufficient Judges of the prudentialneſs of that exerciſe 
of Royal Power. And this 1s the firſt preſident that 
ever \'England ſaw, of any Commoners giving His Ma- 
jeſty thanks for diſmifling Parhaments. For tho*-ſorne 
of our former Kings have , @pon Miſunderſtandin 
ariſen between them and their Parliaments, abruptly 
Diſſolved them, and Publiſhed very weighty Deelara- 
D tions 


(18 ) 
tions in Juſtification of what they did ; yet whatever 
Submiſſion the people yielded to what theſe Princes 
had done, or how ſeaſonable and juſtifiable ſoever they 
in their own minds believed it, they never Addreſſed 
. theſe Monarchs in a way of Thanks for doing of it. 
And tho poſſibly the laſt Long ' Parliament, was 
through its long Sitting, eſteemed agreat grievance to 
the Nation,* and too many of its Members judged caſily 
managcable ſor betraying the liberty of the Subject, 
had they bcen powertully tempted thereunto, and tho 
His Majeſtics Diſlolving them was entertained with an 
Univerſal joy, yet none had the folly to thank him for 
it, as knowing of what fatal conſequence ſuch an aCtion 
might afterwards prove, And whether the many ac- 
knowledgments which ſome have returned the King 
for Piflolving Two ſuch Parliaments, that tor what ap- 
pears by their Printed Yotes and Debates, were filled 
with Men of as great -integrity and ability , as well 
as Gentlemen of as great Eſtates,as have in any age met 
together in the great Councel and Senate of the King- 
dom ; do become thoſe that are well-wiſhers to the Pro- 
teſtant Religion either at home or abroad, or ſuch as 
have duly conſidered the preſent ſtate of the Nation, 
and the many dangers with which it is encompaſled, 
may be worthy of their moſt ſerious thoughts, when 
they are at leaſure to look back upon, and examine 
what they have done. Surely thoſe men, who at*the 
fame time thank the King for promiſing to Govern by 
Law,-'never conſidered that it is both a fundamental 
| Law of the Kingdom,.and much of the foul and lite 
of all our Laws, not only to have frequent Parliaments, 


but have them permitted to fit to diſpatch the affairs -w 
rac 


ile. 


il ce. 
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the Nation. Nor can they be ſuppoſed to have ſeriouſly 
weighed how when the Kingdom ſcems in {o much 
danger from an aſpiring and formidable Neighbour, our 
Religion and Lives fo greatly in hazard . the hellifh 
conſpiracies of the Papiſts, our Allies in ſo much need 
of countenance and aſſiſtance, that the King; tho'never 
fo well inclined, as we will always believe His Majeſty 
to be, cannot without the concurrence, aid and advice 
of a Parliament, do any thing that may efteCtually an- 
ſwer thoſe weighty, importunate and loud calls. For 
what can His Majeſty be conceived able to do in ſuch 
circumſtances, when he hath neither power over the 
Purſes of his people, nor can ſo much as command the 
Militia of the Nation to march out of their reſpective 
Counties? But that which theſe Addrefles imply, which 
is yet of more dangerous importance, is that the very 
Being of Parliaments doth wholly depend upon the will 
& pleaſure of the King. Whereas ſuch a ſuppoſal is incon- 
ſiſtent with the conſtitution of the Kingdom, does no- 
way comport with the ends of our Government, and 
might prove very dangerous to the4afety and happineſs 
of the Nation, in caſe we ſhould hereafter have a King 
void of compaſiion to, and regardleſs of the intereſt of 
his people. For tho' it be left tothe Wiſdom of the So- 
veraign where he will have Parliaments to Aſſemble, and 
belongs to His Prerogative to call them when his own 
Princely occaſions, or the neceſſities of his pzople do 
require; yet the Law which His Majeſty is ſworn to 
oblcrve, 1t being a part of His Coronation Oath, 7ere- 
re Leges & conſuetudines Regni, doth both provide that 
we ſhall have Ammal Parliaments, and by direCting the 
ends for, and the affairs about which they are to meet, 


C 2 doth 


4 Ed. 3. cap. 
I 4. 
36. Ed. 3. 


cap. 10. 
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doth at leaſt imply ſomcthing of their continuing to ſit 

' till thoſe aſfairs be accompliſhed, and the fazd ends com- 
paſſed andobtained. Nor will His Majefty be ever in- 
duced to believe that he can Le thougit to Govern ac- 
cording to Law, without calling Parlyments whenfoe- 
ver the diflreſſes anc grievances ot His: people befpeak 
and require them. Neither is it to Le imagined that he 
ſhould Jong harbour any ſuch thougit 1n His Royal 
breaſt, That he can anfwer the directions and ends of 
the Law, without permitting Parliaments to ſit ſuch a 
convenient ſeaſon, as that they may in conjuntion with 
His Majcity, relieve the people trom their manifold 
tears, redreſs the numerous and ſore grievances of the 
Nation, and provide * for the ſafety, ſtrength, and ho- 
nour of the Kingdom. 


SECT. XV. 


In the next place, All the Addreſſes ſeem to be 
fram'd towards the expreſſing a willingneſs in the Peo- 
ple, that the Duke of Tork ſhould ſucceed his Majeſty. 
And this they inſinuate a readineſs in the Addreſlers 

| to further, without the leaſt defire to have any -pro- 


teſtant Religion, or Save guarding the Lives of ſuch as 

profeſs it, under the Reign of one that is a known 
Addr. from and violent Papiſt. For. whilſt the Addreſlers are plea- 
the County fed to ſay, . Fhat it is the Kingdoms Intereſt to continue 
ot Somerſet. the Sucrejhon in its Due and Right Line ; And take upon 
Addr. Tom them to thank his Majeſty, For his unalterable Reſolu- 
= © >. thoxs to preſerve the Crown in its due and Legal courſe 
ers Diviton of Deſcent ; and undertake to ſacrifice their Lives = 
of Surrey. erve 


viſion made before-hand tor the Security of the Pro-. 


| 
| 
! 
| 
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| TH 
| ' ſerve the Kings Heirs: and lawful Succeſſors. And offer Addr. = iu. 
their Lives and Fortunes ta his Majeſties Diſpoſal for this re ag 
purpoſe ; All people do fufficiently underſtand what ,,,u. 
they aim at, and that the mcaning of all this is, That 
they would have the Duke of 7ork come to the Throne: 
But I wiſh they had ſhown 1» much Ingenuity and 
Candour, as to have taken notice and acknowledged, 
that all His Majeſties Subjects are as tender of the 
Preſervation of the Monarchy, and as zealous to have 
FE it continued in the Royal Line, as any of themſelves 
dare pretend to be. For it is more than probable, that 
nothing ſo much influenced the bringing and preſling . 
the Bill of Excluſion, as a regard to: the Preſervation-- 
of the Monarchy ; which ſome of the beſt, wiſeſt,and. 
moſt Loyal of His Majeſty's Subjects think the coming, 
to have a Popiſh King may ſhake:and endanger ; eſpe-- 
cially. conſidering What this Nation felt from the laſt 
Papiſt that poſſeſt the Throne; and how it hath: been 
of late, and ſtilt is threatned by the Bloody Confpi.. 
racies of the Romiſh Party. Beſides, it had not been-: 
amiſs, if our late Addreſfſers had owned, that the King, . 
Lords and Commons have a Power to diſpoſe of the 
Succeſſion; as they ſhall judge moſt conducible to the: 
Safety , Intcreſt and Happineſs of the Kingdom ; and-: 
that he is His Majeſtics Heir and Succeſſor,upon whom: 
the whole Legiſlative Power ſhall think meet to ſettle 
the Inheritance of the Crown. Nor would it have 
| misbecome men proteſling the Prote/tant Religion, and-. 
ef Thy tender of Engliſh Liberties, to have recommended to, 
His Majeſties ſecond Thoughts and maturer Advice; 
what three ſeveral Parliaments have with fo much. 


ſtrength of Reaſon inſiſted upon, and with ſo muck . 
| | earneſt- 
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earneſine's purſued and deſired. And I wiſh they 
were alle to tell us what they mean, when at the 
fame time that they engage to defend the Proteſtant 
Religion , they vow, to the laſt drop of their Blood, to 
fand by the next Succeſſor ; And the rather , becauſe 
there 15 ſome reaſon to believe, that many of them 
will not te over-forward to dye Martyrs. It would 
be alſo ſome fatisfaftion to be inſtructed , how they 
think to defend the Crown; in the Preſervation whereof 
they pretend to be ready To ſacrifice themſelves aud 
all they have ; ſeeing by being willing 'to admit a 
Papiſt to be King , they conſent to the robbing it "of 
the Sapremacy, which is one of the brighteſt Jewels in 
it. However it is ſome comfort, that one end of ſet- 
ting on foot and carrying on theſe Addreſſes, being to 
make a Survey and obtain a Lift of all that were for 


the Duke of Tork , they do not upon the Muſter-RoZs' 


appear ſo many as to endanger the Nation in a Czvi/ 
War, in caſe the King ſhould hereafter ſo far compl 
with the humble Requeſts of his People, as to be wil- 
ling to paſs the B// of Exclufion, if tendred to him by 
a future Parhament. 


SECT. XVL ; 

But beſides what 1s already faid concerning the 
Quility and Deſign of the ſaid Addreſles, there is this 
farther tendency in them all, namely, to infinuate to 
the Nation, that we have and enjoy a ſufficient Secu- 
rity for our Religion, Lives and Liberties. For as if 
it. were not enough to acknowledge , as all His Ma- 
jeſtics 


( 23 ) 


jeſties Liege-people do , F/is Maje/tits Eaſe, Juft, and Derby, and 


reſtifie their ſenſe of the Felicity and Happineſs which al nay Oo 
His Majeſties Subjetts have moſt comfortably enjoyed urder x11. :9h 


a moſt Regular, Gracious and Peaceful Government : They p,;p, and 


are pleaſed further to add, that His Majeſties Promiſe from Der{cr. . 


in his late Declaration, Of adhering to the Laws of the Addr. from 

Land, and making them the Rule of his Government, 1s not Lym Regr, 

only ſufficient to allay all mens Fears and Jealofies, re- Cifron,P _ 

move the Miſunderſtandings of all well-meaning and rea- v, 
-— we; Grand 

ſonable People , and give us all poſſible aſſurance of enjoy- noe: of 

ing the greateſt Liberty and beſt Religion, ' that any people 1 County 

in the world have; but that no greater Security can be of Ox , 

had or hoped for, in order to the enjoying our Religion, Briſt:l, &C. 

Liberties and Properties, than His Majeſties. Royal Word | 

to Govern by the Laws. Whereas not only. four Parlia- . 

ments have repreſented. zad declared the manitold 

Dangers by which our Religion, Lives and Properties, 

are threatned and encompalled ; and how difficult, if 

not impoſſible it is, to preſerve and ſecure them-from 

the Deſigns that are laid againſt them; but the King 

alſo hath beerr pleaſed to ſignifie:the fame, ang that as 

well in ſeveral Proclamations publtſhed tor the in- 

forming of His People, as in divers Specchcs to His 

two Houſes of Parliament , whoſe Advice» He both 

thereuj on required 5 and allo that efſeQuil Laws might 

be made for the obviating and- preventing thoſe many 

Miſchiefs and: Dangers that are 1imperwng; over - us. 

And if the King's hitherto governing by Law, harh. got 

been ſuſficient- to diſcourage our Popith Enemies from 

Conſpiring our Deſtruction; Can it Le apprehended, 

That His Majelties adherence to the Laws tor the tuture, 

Wil 
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moſt Gracious Government ſince Hi Reforation ; and to from the Mtv 
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will remove the Jealoufies, and allay the Fears which 
we have of the Papiſts? Beſides, tho! His Majeſty -is 
always to be ſuppoled reſolved and inclined to Govern 
by Law, yet there want not too many Inſtances,where- 
m His Miniſters that are-trufted with the Adminiſtra. 
tion of Juſtice, have to the great prejudice of the Sub- 
ject, and the Alarming the whole Nation, failed in 
their Duty. Our dreadful Apprehenſions do not pro- 
ceed from any ill Opinion which we have of the King, 
but from the implacable Hatred which the Romiſh 
Faction bear as well againſt Him, as His Proteſtant 
Subje&s ; and from the Corruption of thoſe Officers 
-of Juſtice , who do either abuſe or pervert the Law 
. to baſe Ends, or hinder its due and Legal Execution. 
Nor is it our having good Laws, but their being truely 
executed, that will advantage and relieve us; and there- 
fore we are to be pardoned tho' we profeſs our. ſelves 
doubtful of our fecurity by them, whilſt ſome that have 
been entruſted with the adminiſtration of them, are 
ſuffered toeſcape the puniſhments which they have de- 
ſerved for obſtruCting their courſe, -and for perverting 
of them. And what if we ſhould with all thanktulneſs 
acknowledg, that we are in ſome ſecurity during His 
WMajeſtics Life, will the Laws which we have, without 
ſome farther and more cile&tval proviſion Eeiore His 
Majeſties Dcath, contribute much to our ſafety, when 
we ſhall hereafter have a Popiſh King to Reign over us? 
But can theſe men be ſuppoſed in carn<eſt, when they 
tcll-us that the Nation is in no danger, wiulc the Papiſts 
-rontinue ſo active to extirpate the Northern Ferefie, and 
arc in a 'more-hopeful way to effeCt it than ever? Alas! 
the -Popiſh Plot, inſtead ot being defeated, 1s _ 
: Muc 
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much as yet throughly detected : And inſtead. of the. 
Papiſts being diſmay'd by that diſcovery which hath 
been made, or by the juſtice which hath been inflicted 
npon ſome of the Criminals, they are only enflam'd to 
proſecute their diveliſh conſpiracy with the greater vi- 
gour, and to execute what they intend with more 
bloody rage. Can ary man that 1s not void of common 
ſenſe believe,that we are fate and out of danger, when 
every true Proteſtant is in daily hazard through their 
Sham-plots, and by their hiring and ſuborning vile and 
execrable Villains to Swear Treaſon againſt thoſe that 
have any zeal for our Religion and Civil Liberties? 
How can we be ſuppoſed arrived at any meaſure of 
Safety, when there are an Hundred things abſolutely 
neceſfary to be done towards our preſcrvation,wherein 
the King tho' fully diſpofed 7o adhere to the Laws, is in 
no capacity to meddle, without the aſſiſtance and con- 
currence of his Parliament ? And therefore if men will 
after all that they have ſeen, felt, heard and read of a 
damnable Popiſh Plot to deſtroy the perſon of the King, 
overthrow the eſtabliſhed Religion, and enſlave the Na- 
tion to an Antichriſtian forraign Power, flatter them- 
ſelves upon a bare Declaration, that His Majeſty will 
Govern by Law, that thereupon all is fafe and ſecure, 
they muſt not take it ill if they be thought acccflary 
to their own and the Kingdoms ruine through their dull 
and blockiſh incredulity, to ſay no worſe. 


SECT. XVIL 


Another ill tendency of moſt,if not all the Addreſſes, 
i5 the reviving the memory of the late unhappy trou- 
bles, 


( 26 ) | 
bles, which is the intereſt both of His Majeſty and the 
whole Kingdom to have buried in perpetual oblivion. 
For the mentioning of that War with reflection and 
bitterneſs, ſerves only to make men remember three 
haſty Diſſolutions of Parliaments, and Twelve years ' 
want of one, with ſome other things which fcll out in 
that ſpace, all which both preceded and had too great 
an influence towards the cauſing of 1t. Beſides, there 
was a Maſlacre of the Proteſtants in Ireland by the Pa- 
piſts there, and a bloody War commenced tor the extir- 
pation of the Engliſh Government in that Kingdom ; 
which as it too much exaſperated the minds of men 
towards that unhappy War which begun here, fol fear 
the upbraiding men too much with their concern in 
thoſe troubles, will not prove very uſeful to the party 
that appears moſt forward in it. Nor 1s it caſte to be 
imagined how the mention of the late War comes to 
be brought upon the Stage at this time of day, ſeeing 
moſt that were believed either the firſt fomenters of, or 
proved afterwards ACtors in it, are dead and gone ; and 
for their Children ( witneſs many of the moſt violent 
and high flown Clergy ) they are commonly found to 
be of Principles diretly contrary to what they were. 
Nay, that which renders all reproachtul Diſcourſe of 
that War at this juncture ſtill more ſtrange, 1s that the 
ignominy and odzum of it 1s defigned to tall upon many 
of the chieſcſt of thoſe that ſerved under the Banners 
ot the late King, or upon ſuch who ſprung from them 
that did, and have their Fathers loyalty mixed with 
their blood. And todeal plainly, I know nothing that 
can fo plauſibly juſtifie the Parliaments Cauſe in that 
War, as the telling the World that there was little or 
no 


On 
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no difference betwixt their Principles and the Principles 
of thoſe that ſet in the Two laſt Parliaments,whoſe a&t- 
ings the Addreſſers do with ſo much indecency brand 
and aſperſe.. And the language that is dayly beſtowed 
upon the Members of theſe late Parliaments, as being 
men of the fame complexion that they of the Parlia- 
ment Forty one were, will, inſtead of leaving any re- 
proach upon them on whom it is intended to be faſtned, 
beget a better opinion of thoſe towhom they are com- 
pared, than the Addreſſers would be willing that they 
of this Age ſhould find reaſon to entertain. I may add, 


that none have lived more peaceably, and with better 


ſubmiſſion,under His Majeſties Government, than they 
who were engaged on the Parliaments ſide in that un- 
happy War; and therefore it doth not ſeem an aCt of 
any great prudence to diſcourage them in their obedi-. 
ence, by upbraiding them with that, which the Law 
hath not only pardoned, but which they have expiated 
by their loyalty ſince. Nor do I think that when the 
Parliament, after the Rings Reſtauration, made the Act 
of Indemnity , wherein among other things enacted 
which they judged neceſſary towards the Settlement 
of the Nation, they prohibited, under a Penalty, one 
man's reproaching another with his being.concerned in 
that War, during the ſpace of three years after the 
date of the ſaid AR, that ever they intended,that: men 
ſhould afterwards with the greateſt Licenciouſneſs and 
Seurrility upbraid one another with it. Nay, they 
hop'd,that it the Spirits and Tongues of men were {0 
long bridled and reſtrain'd, their Animoſities would Fe 
wholy extinguiſhed before the expiration of that time. 
And none but men of very implacable Spirits _— 
D 2 ca 
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call over, and with ſo much Satyr aſperſe men fer 
theſe things; eſpecially when there hath not been the 
leaſt cauſe adminiſtred for it : unleſs it Le, thar fuch 
have a greater tenderneſs and value tor the Proteſtant 
Religion and Eng/iſh Liberties, than to deſire they 
ſhould come tolye at the diſcretion of a Popiſh Prince, 
as the Addreflers plainly wiſh they may. 


SECT. XVIIL 


As our Afairs are now circumſtanced, and as the: 
ſtate of the Proteſtant Religion ſtands at preſent in 
Emland, the Addreſſes carry another 1]l Deſign in 
them , which is, to enflame differences further among 
our ſelves, and thereby betray us into the hands of 
Popiſh Adverſaries. For as if the principal thing we 
were to aim at, were not the preſerving our Religion 
againſt the Conſpiracies of the Papiſts, and as if the 
united ſtrength of all Proteſtants were not little e- 
nough to effe&t and obtain it; no leſs will ſerve moſt, 
if not all of the late Addreſlers, than the. Executing 
the Laws with the utmoſt Severity againſt Proteſtant 
Diſfſenters. And as if there very thinking of a Phana- 


| tick had made them delirous, they will not allow the 


Parliament to make the leaſt abatement in the terms 
of Conformity , or to give Indulgence in, or diſpenſe 
with one Ceremony ; though all the Ceremonies, and 
the preſent Form of Worſhip, and the very Hierarchy 
it {clf, can plead no other Authority by which they 
are enjoined, or by which the Subje&s of this Land are 
bound to comply with and ſubmit to them, but ſome 
Acts. of Parliament. Nay, fo little do the perſons, that 

; have: 


- tereſt of the PÞr/c/tant Religion, as now by Law eſta- - 


to them that are at this time the Conformable Clergy, 


— 


and for not ſuffering that Law, and others made againſt 
i Conventicles to be Repealed : but they humbly pray His 


ſpeedily and equally be put in Execution againſt all Papiſts trym Nor- 


= 
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have Subſcibed the A-l:lreTes, underſtand the In- 


bliſhed , thar they would not have an Act to te repen- 
led, which may under a Poputh Prince, and in. cale 
Popery come to be ict up, prove as fatal and miſchivous 


as it will to the Diſſenters; tho' at preſent it do only 
reach and be applicd to the latter. And that I may not 
ſeem to impoſe upon them, Is not all this the full and 
plain import of their joining Popiſh Recuſants and Sedj- Addrefs 


tious Seftaries all along together ? Of their aſſhirming from Ripon. . 
| WS | > Addr. from 
Fanatical Parties-to be as dangerous as Popiſh? Ot rec- Salichury 


koning up the pernicious endeavours of the Sedtaries, in gre 
conſort with the Deviliſh Deſigns of the Papiſts? And from Cl;fon, 
as if this were not ſufficient to declare what they Darmmearh, 
mean, they not only take upon them to thank His Ma- Harnefs,&c.. + 
jeſty, For not paſſing Limitations or Nullifications of ſuch Addr. from: 
wholeſome Acts as were deſigned for Preſervation 'of the Norwich. 


Reformed Religion, eſpecially the 3 5thof QueenElizabeth, — _ | 


Diviſion of 


S ; 
Majeſty , that thoſe Laws now in force, may vigorouſly, A332 


and Proteſtant Difſenters; And particularly, that the with. 

Statutes of the third of King James, and the frue and Addrels © 
thirtieth of Queen Elizabeth may be put and continued in rom Kipen, -. 
their due Execution. Tt is ſomething ſtrange to find 
a company of men fo zealous for the Proteflant Reli- 
gion, when divers. of them are the Diſgrace -and Re- 
proach of any R=hgion which they take upon-thema to 
profeſs. But can we beheve that they are Proteſtants, 
or at leaſt that they underſtand the Proteſtant Intereſt, 
who. 
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*who repreſent Diſſenters as equally dangerous to the 
Government & Eſtabliſhed Religion,4F the Papiſts are » 
It wouldadminiſter a ground of too 1ll an Opinion of 
our Supreme Rulers and Publick Miniſters, ſhould they 
allow and approve what theſe men have ſuggeſted. 
For are there any among the Diſfenters , that have 
ſworn Obedience to a Forreigu Power,that they ſhould 
be thus put into the fame Liſt of dangerous perſons to 
'the Government with the Papiſts 2 Or is there any 
Security that the Legiſlative Power can require of 
them for their Peaccableneſs, that they are not willing 
and ready to give? Yea, Is not the Religion of the 
Diſfenters eſtabliſhed by Law , as well as that of the 
Conformiſts, tho! there be ſome things Ordained, as 
the Accoutrements and Modes of the National Reli- 
gion, which the Non-Conformiſts cannot ſubmit unto 2 
For as the only Foundation upon which the Diſfenters 
g0, is that their Faith and Worſhip are agreeable and 
according to the Scripture, which is the alone Rule of 
the mind of God to all his People, in what they are 
to believe and perform : So from the Authority which 
the Scripture hath allowed unto it by the Law of this 
Land, and by the Confonancy of their Doctrine to the 
Eſtabliſh'd Articles of Faith , they humbly conceive 
that they have the countenance and warranty of the 
Law for their Religion. Nor doth the Law difallow 
or forbid any thing which they profeſs ; it only en- 
joyns ſome further things, which they cannot come up 
to. And as the Diſſenters do not oppoſe any one Do- 
<trinal Article of the Church of Emgland, ſo they blame 
and judge no man'for the Canonical Obedience that 
they promile to, the Biſhops , or their Conformity - 
the 


\ 
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the Ceremonies gbut mercly beg that themſelves'may: 
be excuſed. And” ſhould they Le gratified as to all 
which in our preſent circumſtances they do deſire, it 
would-amount only to this, That they may Preach the 
Goſpel without being liable to Impriſonment, Fines, 
and Baniſhment. Nor do they covet Eccleſiaſtical 
Preferments, or Parochial Maintainance ; tho? were it 
not for ſome things, which are made the 7e/s to thoſe 
Places and Advantages, and which without any Incon- 
veniency might be laid atice, there are many of them 
that are as worthy of them as others. Neither can 
that which is ſtiled the Church of Exg/and ſuffer any 
diminution in the number of its Members by an Indul- 
gence to Proteſtant Diſſenters, having both this will 7 
give thee, and thus ſaith the Migiſtrate on their ſide, un- 
leſs the Clergy ſhould fall ſhort in Abilities for their. 
Function, and in having Thus ſaith the Lord. to plead 
for them. But how dare theſe perſons, who have ſub- 
ſcribed the Addreſſes, aſſume the confidence to cenſure 
Parliaments, for going about to repeal Laws, which by 
woful Experience have been found not only uſeleſs, but 
inconvenient, both to the Proteſtant Religion, and the 
Safety of the Kingdom 2 For as Parliaments have Pc- 
wer to EnaCct Laws, fo they have the ſame Power to 
Aboliſh them , whenſoever they find, that inftcad of. 
anſwering the Ends which they were made for, they 
have proved prejudicial to the Common Good. And 
ſurcly one may humbly fay,ard that without the leaſt 
Reflection upon the Grace and Favour with which the 
Addreſles have been received, that two Parliaments, 
ſo fairly and unanimoſſy choſen, and conſiſting of 
Gentlemcn of the Chieteſt Quality, beſt Parts, greateſt 
| W) & 


( 32 ) 

Wiſdom, moſt. plentiful Eſtates, and firmeſt Integrity 
to the Intereſt of Religion and the Namon, and all, ex- 
cept a very few, Zealous Sons of the Church, and 
untained Defenders of the preſent Hierarchy , Diſci- 
pline,, Forms and Rites of Worſhip; were in all pro- 
L ability as able and likely to know what will let in or 
keep out Popery, what will preſerve us from,or betray 
us into the hands and power of the Papiſts, as Twenty 
or Thirty perſons in a County or Corporation, moſt of 
whom are not worth Forty Shillings Freehold a year, 
and many of them not able ro ſpeak Ten words of ſenſe 
together. But it is caſic to conjecture who in divers 
places ſet theſe Addreflers at work, and who put that in 
1ecrence to Proteſtant Diſlenters into ſo many Addreſſes, 
namely, either -perſons Popiſhly inclined , that they 
might thereby continue and heighten our differences, 
and make us the more caſily a prey to Rome ; or ſome 
gnorant Clergy-men, who beſides their enmity at Pha-. 
naticks, have little elſe to recommend them to the ob- 
taining a common and civil reſpect, but 'their Cafſock 
and their Surplice. 
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And asf all this that T have with the greateſt ſince- 
rity and juſtice repreſented unto you, were not enough 
ro blaſt rhe credit of the Addreſſes, and to oppoſe the 
weaknels and tolly of ſuch as have ſubſcribed them ; 
there 15s ſomcthing yet further, and which 1s infinitely 
more pernicious that they purſue and aim at, namely, 
to poſſe's His Majeſty and the World with a belict, that 
there 1s a deſign carried on by Proteſtants againſt the 

| King 
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Kingand the Government. Hence they not only thank 

His Majeſty For retol/efting the ſeveral ſteps and advances Addr. from 

by which we were betrayed into our former confuſions ; but Southwark, 

take upon them to obſerve, that there are ſome 24 mey 

who labour the ſubverſion of eur Religion, Liberties and Addr. from 

Properties, under the ſpecious pretence of Reformation, be-"* * 

ing the ſame method that they brought to paſs al the wiſeries Addr. from 

bs Tſurpation and Tyranny that this Kingdom lately groan d V's: 
under ; and that berng ſeaſoned with the old leaven of Come Addr. from 

EW. Derby. 

mon-wealth Principles, they have endeavoured to make a Addr. odd 
miſunderſtanding | ge Fs Majeſty and his people, and to Monmouth, 
throw us back into the ſame confuſron we were delivered from 
by His Majeſties happy Reſtauration; and that not only the 

good order and quiet of the Government hath been moſt wick- 


Addr. from 


edly attempted to be diſturbed and ſhaken, but to be over-7,w 
_ thrown and utterly ſubverted, and the very Monarchy it ſelf 

to be deſtroyed. Surely had theſe perions who pretume to 

ſuggeſt this unto His Majeſty, known any Republicans 


or Fanaticks, who by poſſeſſing the people with groundleſs "rv from 
fears and jealouſies, would bring us into Anarchy and confu- Mtth* " 
fron, or that would ſubvert the known Laws of the Land, Temple. 
wherein our Religion, Liberty and Property are waund up ; _ a 
they ought by their Allegiance to have depoſed againſt np pins. Te. 
them, and given in their names, that they might -be of Somorſer. 
proſecuted and come to ſuffer according to the greatneſs 
and quality of their Crimes. But atas! this wasa Pro- 
vince they durſt not undertake, and the attempting it 
would have too palpally laid open their Folly, and ex- 
poſed their malice. And becauſe many have been drawn 

to ſet their hanils to Aldreiies, who do not well under- 
ſtand whence this clamour of a Presby terian Plot pro- 

ceeds, I ſhall briefly unioid the myſtery thar lies at the 

bottoin of all this loud and groundlets noiſe. The Pa- 
pts being charged with a —_ conſpiracy againſt the 
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perſon of the King, our Religion, Government, and'the 
lives of all His Majelties Proteſtant*Subjetts ; and this. 
being proved againit them to the fatisfaCtion of all the 
rational part of mankind, as well by their own Papers,. 
as by the Teſtimonies of many unqueſtionable Witnefſ- 
ſes; and finding that neither their 1mpudent denying it, 
nor their faiſely ſcandalizing ſome, and endeavouring 
to debauch and corrupt others of the Kings Evidence, 
could cither bring them off from the Scandal of this 
Plot, or free them from the Puniſhment, which were 
a Parliament permitted to Sit, more of them muſt un- 
dergo ; they retreat to- this as their laſt refuge, name- 
Iy, the amuſing the Nation with the: Buz of a Presby= 
terian and Phanatick Plot, carried on to overthrow the 
Government, and deſtroy the Monarchy , under pre- 
tence of proſecuting a Popiſh Conſpiracy. And to- 
wards the obtaining credit to this, they not only form'd 
the intrigue of the Meal-7ub, but invented the Shams 
of Sir Fdmond-bury Godfrey's murdering himfelt, and my 
Lord Howard's penning Fitz-Farris's Libel ; which tho' 
they have ſhamefully redounded upon themſelves, yet 
having no other game to play, they are ſtill Iabouring, 
partly by ſuborning Witneſles, and hiring 1ppudent 
Raſcals to {wear Treaſon againſt Proteitants, and partly 
by a groundlefs and impudent clamour, to infect unwa- 
ry and heedleſs perſons with the perſwaſion of ſuch a 
deſign. And it is from the Papiſts that weak and cre- 
dulous people have taken the ſcent of a Presbyterian 
Plot, and aſcribe it to His Majeſties Wiſdom and Soveraign 
authority,that we are not relapſing into the miſeries and con- 


fuſions of Tyranny and Vſurpation, by the ſubtile artifice and 


cunning contrivances of the old enemies of the Monarchy and 
the Church, who by the infinuations of Religion, —_ 
«nd Property, prevail, npou weak aud umpary men to make 
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. them ſubſervient to their fattious and ambitions defigs. 
Surely, theſe men never conſidered what a notorions 
ſcandal they have hereby endeavoured to faſten, not 
only upon many. of His Majeſties peaceable, beſt and 
molt loyal Subjefts, but what a vile aſperſion they 
have caft upon the whole Kingdom, which greatly 
ſuffers in its honour, by ſtanding repreſented in the 
face of all the World, as broken and divided with- 
in it ſelf, and ſinking back again into all confuſion : 
Nor have they duly weighed. what a RefleCtion they 
lodge upon the-Kings Government and Condu&, that 
He who was ſo lately Reſtored by the unanimous Con- 
ſent, and with the univerſal Joy of all his People, 
ſhould in fo few years have loſt the Love and Reve- 
_ rence of fo great a number of His Subjects, as are in- 

tended jay er accuſed. Can there be any thing 

vented to the-diminiſhing His Majeſties' Reputation 
More abroad, and for diſcouraging Forreign Princes and 
States from entring into theſe Alliances which are ne- 
ceſſary for the good, as well of His Majeſties King- 
doms, as of Chriſtendom, and for the leſſening; the ex- 
pettation and confidence whielt- thoſe with whom we 
arc in League, ought to remain poſſeſt with, of our be- 
ing able to anſwer the ends of them, than this account 
which theſe men preſent His Majeity with, of the po- 
ſture of the Nation, and temper of his People, and 
which our Gaz#ttes have difftufed into all Countries? 
And doth not thisalto direatly tend to*the filling His 
Majeties Proteſtant Subjects with Jealouſies one of an- 
other, thereby to take them off from their watchful- 
neſs over, and to weaken their endeavours againſt the 
Papiits, who labour no leſs to deſtroy” the Ditlenters, 
than thoſe that Conform to the Nationt$ Form-of Wor- 
Nip, and to the Eſtabliſhed Diſcipline and Ceremonies, 
2 | Ep - : 2:Aand 
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and for the withſtanding of who Bloody Deſigns,and 
faving our Religion and rhe Nation from the eficfts of 
their malic.ous and deſperate Cen!piracics, the united 
Hearts and Hands of all true Proteſtants will be found 
little enough ? And wiil not this Character, which the 
Addreiles, are pleated to give of the ſtate of Exgland , 
= |. wonderfully emtolden that aſpiring Monarch,the French 
King, to procecd in his encroachments upon the Domi- 
mons of his Neighbours, as judging himſelf ſecure from 
any check which the King of Great Britain can give him 2 
For as His Majeſty can be in no capacity to diſcourage 
him from further Attempts againſt the Peace of Europe, 
or to hinder his Conqueſt, but by being great in the 
Hearts of all his own People , and ir a happy Cor- 
reſpondence and Conjun&ion with his Parliament. ; fo 
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of other, are either Penſioners to Fraxce, or under the 
Conduct and Influence of them that are. 
SECT. XMX. 

But as if it were not enough tor thoſe perſons, who 
have ſubſcribed the Addreſſes, to faſten {o vile a charge 
as you have heard, upon many of the people, whom 
the Letter to reconcile credit to what they ſay, they are 
pleaſed to call Republicans and Fanaticks, they have alfo 
taken the boldneſs toinvolve the Two Jaſt Parliaments 

. . under the guilt of rhe ſame crimesand accuſations. A 
cordingly they tell His Majeſty, with woart an infinite pa- 
Addr from 7/er6f and condeſcention, he did ſubmit to hear unreaſonable 
Okehanpton. jealoufres promoted in them, i!legal courſes and proceedings 

* vindicated, and all the great and moſt benign Irdulgences of 
"Y their Soveraigns goodneſs miſrepreſented. And they thank 
Gi the King , for Tis ſteady reſclutions of maintaining the 
Rights 
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we have *reaſon to ſcar, that they who endeavour to* 
beget Mifunderſtandings betwixt His Majeſty and hbis.. 
Subjects, and to create in them mutual Diſtruſts each - 


= 
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S 2 | 
| Rights of the Crown, 8:C. ogainſt the Arbitrary Proceedings of the Addr. frongaiy! T 
| Houſe of Ccommins inthe to laſt Parliaments; And for not Signing Norwich, "8 
&- ſuch bulls as were prepared fer His Majeſties Subjetts to afſeciare 
\ to deſtroy the Succeſſion, an extirpate Monarchy. Yea, they pro- 
| fels Their Hdmiration of His Mafjeſties Privcel 1 iſdom and Coun- 
cel in the conauet of his Affairs, in ebviating (viz. by Diliolving 
| Parliaments) he. Deſigns of the perniciors Enemies of the Church 
[ and State, And declare, That = cannit but admire His Maje- 
fries Tranſcendent and Sacred Wiſd.m, which. in that dangerous and 
confuſed Funclure, did ſo fea{gnebly mterpeſe, and ſo calmly ſup- 
preſs the threatning Flames which qvere breaking forth. And there- 
upon they preſent their Acknbinidinnangl to His Majeſty, For 
timely preventing (by Dillolving thoſe Parliaments) the Deſigns 4 T2 
" 1} men, who in the ſame Age were a ſecond Time attemting J, the | : 
ſame Meih.ds as formerly, the deſtruciion of His Leyal Subjettsghe: 
] pe © dimirution of his Lawful Power, and" the debaſing the Grandeur of 
> ob # the Engliſh 7hrone. I know not by what N<ms theſe falſe and 
| fland-rons A.cuſations charged upon two Parlaments, ought : a 
to bc called; bur it is to be hopd, that the next Parliament - -—"2 4 
will at once tell the Nation, by what name tle Laty ſtiles g 
them, and what Purnhment it hath allotted for thoſe thar 1 
have made themſelves Guiiry of fo vit: and' ſcandalous an 
Afpcriion, as that two Parhaments had gone about to deſtroy 
| the Protzicant Religion, as Legally cltablifhzd, and ro extir- 
| pate Mignarchy. Whereas: ti fe ext <!lent p-r{ons, of which 
| the two lait Houſ-s of Commons cenlitted, had muny of them 
ventiicod rhe Lives, and loit rheir Ettztes tor the Monarchy ; 
| and ali of they were ſuch, as upon Principles of Reaſon and 
from Inclination are true Lovers of it. They nor only had 
too late and ſad Experience of a Commonwealrh, to be fond 
| of returning to it again ; but they know, that no orher Govert- 
> f 
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ment can agree with the Genius of the People, and ſuir'the. 
ballance of the Nation, bur a well-Regnlarzd Monarchy, fi:ch 
as ours is by the Laws ct our Conititution. Nor can His Ma- 
| + jeſty be ſippoſed to believe, thar ever they will prove trus to 
| the Monarchy, who are not true tothe Rights and Priviledges 
| of Parliament. For they who can revile and deſpite cre Et-- 
| ſential parr of the Conttirution, have nothing to oblige them to 
adhere to the other, bur the profpzCt of Preferment, or world- 
ly Gain. And to ſee men countenanced ;' that revile any one 
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- part of the Legiſlative Authority, may be too Ul] a preſident, 
and which His Majeſty is obliged to ſee redreſfed , from the 
Love that he beareth to the Crown. For whoſoever ſtrikes at 
Parliaments, does by undermining the Government as by 
Law Eſtabliſhed, ſhake the very Pilars of the Throne. 

| SECT. X XI. 

Nor do they only intimate a Defign carried on. againſt the 
Government, but they infirmate a Change to be made by 
Force; and upon that ſuppoſal, while we are in, and to the ap=- 
prehenſions of all ſober perſons, likely to continne in perfect 
Peace, they offer their Lives and Fortunes to the diſpoſal ofone 
part of our Legiſlative Conſtitution and Power, in oppcſition 

- Addr. from . © another. Je yield, ſay they, our Lives and Fortunes at Nour 
Winebeſter. : Majeſties Comn;and,and will to the laſt drop of our Blood,and Penny 
of our Fortunes, ſtand by your Majeſty in the Defence of Your Royal 
Perſen, Crown and Government, and Lawful Succeſſors. SO "that 
:by reading the Addrefies, one would be inclined to think, that 
* Addr. from theſe men conftrue the King's Declaration, as the Ereftion'of 
! . Monmouth, the Royal Standard; and that rhey intend theſe Papers for 
| the Multer-Rolls of thoſe that are to fight under His Majeſties 
Enfigns : But as we hope that His Majeſty will never have 
occaſion for War, unleſs it be in relieving his Allies abroad a-* - 
gainſt the Ambition of France, who to all his other Invaſions 
upon the Dominions of his Neighbours , is at this time about 
employing his Forces againſt the Sub'eCts of His Ma'eſties Kinſ- 
man, the Prince Palatine; ſo we hope, that both in that Caſe, 
and in any other , wherein His Wiſdom and Juſtice will ſuffer 
Him to engage, He ſhall not only have the Treaſuare of all his 
People, through the Gift of a Parliament, at His Command ; 
but all cheir Perſons ard Lives ready to be Sacrificed in His 
Service.It is no marvel that ſich thirſt after War,who have little 
to live upon in-Tume of Peace,and who may expett to be Gai- 
ners by Troubles : But His Ma'eſty, who beſides the care He 
is to to have of the Lives and Eiltates of all his Subjects, hath 

-. more to loſe Himſclt alone, tian all his People ; will nor, I 
judge, be prevailed upen to hearken to raſh and heady Coun- 
'cels. And how unequal ought they to apprehend themſelves 
ro the Body of the Nation, who wihcn they have had the Folly 
and Conhdence. to-prefent an Addrets in the Name of a whole 
£ounty, have atthe fame time-acknowledged, That they were 
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not able to carry it for any that His Majeſty might beinclined xaq. $4) 
torecommend, to ſerve in the next Parliament for the Shire. Bedford -thixet * 
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SECT. XXII . 

The laſt thing I would obſerve concerning the Radreſſes, is 
their making ſmall numbers of men without previous advice. 
had with each other, and without being authoriſedor entruſted, 
to judge of the State of the Kingdom. For tho' it be lawful 
for any one man, and much more for any number. of men, to 
repreſent to His Majeſty their own wants and dangers, and ac- - 
cordingly beg redreſs and relief; yet to declare the State of 
the Nation, belongs ro no number of private perſons whatſhe- 
ver, but appertains only to the Parliament, as being the Repre- - 
ſentative of the whole Kingdom. And therefore the Addrellers, 
by alluming to themſelves a Right and Authority to determine 
abour the State of the Nation, and to judge concerning thoſe 
things which the Truſtees of all the people met in the great 
CounceLare only proper and by Law allowed tomeddle with, . 
have in my apprehenſion made ,too near an approachl- to the 
altering the whole Government. - And as they muft expect that - 
the judgment which they have paſted upon perſons and things 

will at one time or another come under a review; ſo matters - 
Which have either been miſrepreſented by them, ar in refer- - 
ence to which Parliaments have been arraigned, may before 
then, come to be ſo well underitood by His Majeſty, and all ' 
things ſo well adjuſted between him and his people, that the 
Addreſiers may neither find themſelves able to deelime, nor be - 
in a condition to contro!l the jurisdittion of the -next Parlia- 
ment, to which we ſha!l ar preſent leave them. 

SECT. XXIIL 

But whereas you may be ready to enquire, . that if the Ad- 
dreſſes be ſo pernicious, both in the ſubject marter and rendency 
of them, and ſo contrary to the general ſenſe of the Nation, «s 
L have declared ; why' the people do not by Petitions from all 
parts of the Kingdom let the King know ſo much ? ThisI ſhalt ' 
return you a juit and true anſiver unto, and then di(charge you - - 
from any further trouble. * 

T/. Ir is the nature and temper of ſome men moſt to dillerve 
the cauſe, and prejudice rhe intereſt which. they have eſpouſed, 
when they are quietly let alone to run their courſe and to take 
the full fiving. For according to the old Prayerb, Give _ 
Ps | PEO 
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Paople Rope enough and they will Hang themſelves. - Thevity - © 7 
- way-to know what they would be at, was fog others ti>:lpols | #7, 
ſilently on a while. And through giving them' ſcope, thety-own 
madneſs and folly hath mad? them more ridicnlons,” than'ahy 
bppoſition whatſoever from others could haverendred them. 7 
241y, The Petition firſt from my Lord Mayor, the Court. of Als, 
dermen, and the Commun-Conncel of. London, and then from rhe 
Common-Hall, is'a Copy of what all the Nation xwould fay. . In 
Londengas in a Glaſs,we-ſee the face of the whole Kingdom:For 
being the Eprrome as wellas Metropolis. of the Nation, whatſoever 
it favs, 'i8 a compendious expreſſing of the tenſe of England. 
34ly, Men have been willing to forbear Petitioning,: leſt by: 
the diſbarity in the numbers to Petitions and to Addretles, ſome; 
thinking all fafe through the colideration of the multitude that 
aim d at what themſelves did, might grow more fogure:than 
their dangers will weR.atlow ; and leſt others upon the ſame 
inducement might have o Foray to grow more inſolent 
than their duty and intereibghl;zeth them unto. of wi;perl 
4thly, KisMajeſty having reccrved the Addreſles with that fa 
your which he d:d,wiſe men thought tt beſt not to admmuiſter oc+ 
caſion of his refuſing Peritions that they foreſaw would come/ac« 
companied with more hands. It is good manners in Subjects nox”* 
to grate too hard upon their Prince; but if he have dane any 
thing wherein they can't acquieſce with that contentment which 
they deſire, to grve him time and liberty to recolle&t himſelf, 
gthly, If Petitions ſhall be judged either necellary or conve- 
nient, it is not ſo late but that they may be yer ſet on foot. 
And if it ſhould. prove uneaſie for any to find it ſo, they muſt 
blame themſelves, wha by their unwearied carrying on of Ad- 
dreſſes, make ir needful for His Majeſties good Subjects at taft 
to uudeceive hin, which they can no other way do, at leaſt rill 
a Parliamentcome, but by Peritions. I am, 
SIR, 
June 28. 81. Yeur moſt ready aud 
' Humble Servant. 
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Age 8.1.19. for was, r.. p. 9. 1. 3. del. that. p. 14. for an, t.-and. 
P+ Z1. 1.12. after bringing, add 17. P- 32. l. 2 4+ for oppoſe, r. ex jofe d 


